
LEGEND IN PUY DE MOROS 

 

Puy de Moros, Castilian as Pueyo de Moros, and later renamed Pueyo de la Santa Cruz, 

is one of the charming towns of the Cinca River. This town, close to Barbastro 

(Huesca), shared the Muslim experiences with those of Albalate, with those of 

Almudáfar, with Zaidín and with Fraga. It was even part of the judicial district of Fraga 

until the 20th century.  

That is to say, from the Middle Ages, Puy de Moros was linked to Bajo Cinca, before 

being transferred to the Cinca Medio district.  

The Templars are said to have disappeared as an institution in 1312; but some of his 

noble friars still had to protagonize some memorable events. It was the case of friar 

Bernardo de Cardona, Master of the Templar Knights in his last times. Some Saracens 

from Rafals and Calavera made other Saracens from Daroca believe that some of the 

Templar treasures were hidden in the house of Jucef de Thamarit son of Muhammad 

Capalbo. Hidden in their house in Puy de Cinca or Puy de Moros. The caravan of 

passing merchants, led by Mohammed de Bellvis, married with Marien Conillo, Saracen 

from the Ribera del Cinca, confirmed to her husband that among the neighborhood 

gossip there was one about the existence of a treasure in a town that it had belonged 

to the Templar Order.  

The town of Calavera was looted at noon in August, when all men were in the shadow 

due to the solar rigors. They claimed asking for justice to the friars of the Hospital of 

Saint John of Jerusalem as heirs of the Templar properties. This is how an armed group 

of men from La Ribera went against Rafals; others, a larger group, against Puy de Cinca 

or Moros. The law of the strongest was going to apply.  

The devastations of fields were reduced. However, the interest of Muhammad de 

Bellvis and his people were to find out if the existence of valuable treasures in the 

town of Puy was true. The atmosphere was presaged warlike, tragic, unsafe. In view of 

all these facts, Jucef de Thamarit devised a way to settle the issue: kidnapping Marien, 

wife of Muhammad de Bellvis. He achieved his purpose with the help of some friends 

and moved her to the basements of his house in Puy de Moros. Then they spread the 

word that the hidden treasure of the Capalbos and Thamarit houses was true. It was 

an invitation to pillage. The hillside of the town of Puy became covered with armed 

Saracens, all eager to participate in the distribution of loot. The days before the date, 

Puy's men had seen the desolation of crops, theft of fruits, and the abduction of cattle. 

When were the excesses going to end?  

The merchant Muhammad de Bellvís, surrounded by ten men who were wearing 

colored vests and showed a cutlass on his belt, were the first to enter in Puy de Moros. 

Strangely, the streets were empty and the only house with the door wide open was 

that of Capalbo and Thamarit. String music emerged from the house, slowing the 

assailants' pace. They passed through the doorway, reaching a courtyard of the house 



with dim light, which offered artificial summer freshness. There was an elongated table 

and above it, a lying lady with her face covered with a white veil. Candles in the 

corners of the table announced the presence of a coffin. They ran towards her. At her 

feet, a sign in evident Gothic letters said:  

“Garda ben los tesoros vostros, que los del Puy ya gardamos los nostros” (“guard your 

treasures well, that those of Puy also keep ours”.)  

From that day on, the men of Puy de Moros were forever respected; especially under 

the protection of the Justice of Aragon, who not only cannot know how the young 

woman had died, but was forced by royal mandate, to compensate the damage 

suffered in the cattle and fields of Puy that occurred in previous days. 
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